Using technology to teach: Electronic whiteboard
Teaching has highly evolved over the decades. In the year 2000, a report shows that teachers are woefully incompetent in using technology in the classroom. (Kennedy, 2008) Eleven year later, and things have changed, with relief, dramatically. One of the main changes is the use of the electronic whiteboard in classroom. 
An electronic or interactive whiteboard (EWB), these days, is the new upgrade for the original teaching tool of the blackboard. The whiteboard is set up on the wall and the images are projected onto the screen. The different in using the electronic whiteboard compared to projections on a normal whiteboard is the features that come with it. Firstly the uses of the touch screen. This means that the students can participate in the lesson hence the name “interactive”. This can be done simply by pressing with hands or fingers or with the pens provided (Broome, 2009). Secondly teachers can easily highlight, circle or mark the board then simply click to erase the whole thing or use the eraser provide to get rid of only certain parts. Lastly the EWB can play videos with sounds through programs or the internet.
Alan Dessoff discusses how schools are under pressure to cut spending but also keep with the times and technologies are “Future-proofing” (Dessoff, 2011). The major idea is to implement flexible technology now, to prevent major overhauls later (Dessoff, 2011). The smart board is one of these technologies. The tips that Dessoff explains for purchasing technology for the future are simple. One Upgrading, how easy or realistic is it to upgrade? Has the vendor designed it to be easily upgraded? Two Lifecycle, How long will it be before your technology is obsolete? What happens then? Three Infrastructure, Do you have the wiring, network, and facilities to support an expansion of your technology five years from now? And Lastly Support, Do you have the tech support for such an expansion? If not, do your vendors provide the necessary support? (Dessoff, 2011) Even though technology has seemed to have overtaken any other information source it is ironic that manuals on how to use these technologies still exist in book form. John Wiley has created a book titled SMART boards for dummies. “The For Dummies series is the recognised leader in providing simple, straightforward instructions
on using technology products,” says Robert Harris, John Wiley & Sons Canada’s General Manager, Professional and Trade Division. “Since all SMART products are easy to use, this working relationship is a perfect match.”(Wiley, 2008).

With the use of technology with teaching, schools can evolve into the 21st century. There are many types of technology that are useful for teachers and students it’s just a matter of getting them into the classrooms!
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